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“Be anxious for nothing, but in eve-

rything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving, present your re-

quests to God.  And the peace of God 

which surpasses all understanding, 

will guard your heart and your minds 

in Christ Jesus.”    

(Philippians 4:6-7 – NASB)  

Welcome October, which has been 

ushered in by an unusually devastating hur-

ricane season as we have witnessed power-

ful storms and earthquakes which have de-

stroyed property and changed lives.  In the 

south and the middle states, cities have 

been ravished by flood waters and destruc-

tive winds; on the west coast, fires have 

burned forests and homes.  On the east 

coast, there have been winds and rains.  In 

the islands of the Caribbean, we have seen 

utter destruction. Clearly, this has been a 

time of testing; and we have prayed for our 

brothers and sisters—asking that their faith 

will be strong and that they will find them-

selves safely anchored in the Lord!   

Exiting the month of September, we 

have been reminded of the need for prayer, 

and of our need to know that we can com-

mune with God, and even ask God the 

“Why” questions, especially when we see 

the aftermaths of storms and fires, and 

earthquakes.  However, the Apostle Paul 

reminds us that we should “be anxious for 

nothing.”  In other words, we should not 

worry or allow anxiety to attack us.  We 

can choose to put our trust and hope in 

God.  We can choose to have a song in our 

hearts that always reminds us of God’s 

love for us and of 

God’s power over 

our lives when we 

choose God over 

worry and fear.  The 

Message Bible 

clearly expresses 

this though in this 

version of the Phi-

lippians text: 

“Don’t fret or worry.  Instead of 

worrying, pray.  Let petitions and 

praise shape your worries into 

prayers, letting God know your con-

cerns.  Before you know it, a sense of 

God’s wholeness, everything coming 

together for  good, will come and 

settle you down.  It’s wonderful what 

happens when Christ displaces worry 

at the center of your life.”  

(Phil 4:6-7)  

As I reflected on the events of these 

past few weeks—the storms, earthquakes, 

fires, and even the threats of war—I real-

ized that we have choices about either 

thinking on these things and worrying, or 

anchoring ourselves in the Lord and being 

at peace.  Most of us, if given a choice, 

would rather be a peace and have joy in our 

lives than to worry and be anxious about 

things over which we really have no con-

trol.  What we can control is how we ap-

proach the storms of our lives—how we 

choose to think about our problems and 

challenges. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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OCTOBER SPECIAL EVENTS 

1st Sunday– Holy Communion Service 

2nd Sunday—Lay Worship Service 

3rd Sunday—Annual Missionary Day 

Saturday-October 21st—Pre-Homecoing Celebration @5pm 

4th Sunday—Annual Homecoming  Service 

5th Sunday—Youth & Young Adult Sunday 

Sunday Services are held at 10am 
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Psychologists talk about stress as being caused not by 

what happens to us, but by how we respond to what hap-

pens to us.   In other words, it is not the situation that 

causes us to be stressed out; what causes stress is how we 

respond to and think about that situation.  It is amazing to 

realize that we have the power to make a situation stressful 

or not stressful.  We have the power to determine what be-

comes impossible, and what lies in the realms of being 

possible.  And that power comes from God who has given 

each of us a heart and a mind to think and feel for our-

selves. How do we choose to look at life?  How do we 

choose to look at our situation?  How do we choose to 

weather the storms and the winds? 

I am reminded of one of my favorite songs which 

states clearly that, “if the storms don’t cease, and if the 

winds keep on blowing in my life, my soul has been an-

chored in the Lord!”   The reality of our living is that there 

will be hurricane seasons, and some will be worse than 

others.  Some storms will be hard like Hurricane IRMA, 

and others will seem mild and insignificant like Hurricane 

LEE.  But, be assured that the storms will still come—they 

will rage, and the rains will be harsh, and the lightning and 

thunder will sound as though it is the end of the world. 

One witness described the hurricane’s fury by noting 

that after all the harshness, there would be a lull—the eye 

of the storm passing over.  In the middle of the storm, there 

is that eye where there is an eerie quiet and peace.  Perhaps 

this is God’s way of giving us time to regroup, to remem-

ber, and to revive; because after the quiet, the raging winds 

and rains will return—often with greater fury that what we 

experienced on the front side of the storm.  But then we 

hear Paul’s words of encouragement when he tells us that 

we should not be anxious and we should not worry.  We 

hear Jesus' promise that He will never leave us nor forsake 

us.  And for me personally, I also hear those words in that 

song: “And if the storms don’t cease, and if the winds keep 

on blowing in my life, my soul has been anchored in the 

Lord!” 

Thus, our text gives us a blessed assurance that when-

ever we place Jesus at the center of our lives, we will be 

securely anchored in the Lord.  The seas may be stormy, 

but your anchor will hold.  The winds may blow fiercely, 

but your anchor will hold.  The anchor holds because we 

have had “a little talk with Jesus.”  We have told God 

about our concerns and our cares, and then we have praised 

God and thanked God for how He will handle our situa-

tion—and we thank God even before the situation is re-

solved, even while the storm is still passing over.  In other 

words, we allow our talk with God to change the shape of 

our situation; and before we know it, the weight lifts, and 

God’s rainbow appears; and God’s sunshine lights the 

darkness around us and we realize that peace which sur-

passes all understanding.  Even in the midst of the storm, 

we have God’s peace.  Our anchor holds because Christ is 

truly at the center of our lives, and we thank God and 

praise God because wholeness has come into our lives.  

And the formula for our praise and thanksgiving is 

simple.  Let us fill our minds and meditations on things 

that are true, noble, reputable, authentic, compelling and 

gracious.  Let us always focus on the best and not the 

worst; let us always think about the beautiful and not the 

ugly; let us speak the things of praise and not the curses.  

And, when we think on these things, our God, who already 

makes everything work together for the good, will bring 

harmony to our lives; and our anchor will hold. 

Therefore, let us choose to be anchored in the Lord.  

And let us continue to “…run with patience the race that is 

set before us, always looking unto Jesus the author and 

finisher of our faith.”  (Hebrews 12:1-2)                                                   

                                            

Love, Joy, Peace, 

Pastor Poag-Ray      

THE PASTOR’S WORD (CONT. FROM PG. 1) 

News of Good Hope - Editorial Staff 
Editor - Pamela Spearman 

 
This Month’s Contributor(s) 

Sis. Linda Johnson 
Pastor - Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray 

How to Get Items Published in the Newsletter 
♦ Submissions by Email (attachments) are preferred but not required.   
♦ If you have original photographs, we will scan them while you wait- it only takes a 

couple of minutes. Please be aware that copies of pictures will not reproduce well and 
may not be included if too blurry  

♦ Because of space limitations, editing of submissions may be required.  
♦ Publication of all content is at the discretion of the Editorial Staff. 
♦ Email submissions to waymangoodhope@aol.com  

Scriptural Thought for the Conference Year 2017-2018 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he (or she) is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold new things have 

come.   Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us unto Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 

reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against 

them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though 

God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”                  

                                      (2 Corinthians 5:17-20 NASB) 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

“My Favorite Pew”  
By Sarah A. Vaughan Harris 

 
 

On the First Sunday, I sat down on my favorite pew, and heard the superintendent say, “We need 
teachers to teach a class, now who’s willing  
to help?”  I felt a tug in my spirit as God whispered in my ear, and said, “daughter, that’s for you.”  
“But, Lord, to stand before a class and teach is one thing I’m not feeling today.   Now, Sis. Lydia 
would be the one to call for she’s good at teaching people especially about how to sell her purple 
dye.  I’d rather hear some portions of the lesson right here from my pew. 
 
On the Second Sunday, I sat down again on my favorite pew, and heard the usher president ask, “I 
need volunteers to greet people as they come in, now who’s willing to help?  As I was looking into 
my purse to get a pen to write my tithe check, I felt a nudged to raise my hand but quickly ignored it.  
And once again, the Lord said, “daughter, that’s for you.”  “but saying welcome and greeting strang-
ers, Lord, is one thing I really, really don’t care to do.  Now,  
Sis. Naomi, can talk to people and she’s loves to welcome everyone. There’s nothing she’s not will-
ing to do. I’d rather someone come to me and greet me while I’m sitting on my favorite pew.” 
 
On the Third Sunday, I sat down again on my favorite pew, and heard the music minister ask, “We 
need voices to lead the songs, now who’s willing to help?” As I heard the words being uttered, I felt 
God saying, “daughter, that’s for you.”  “But Lord, you know that singing before a crowd is one thing I 
don’t care to do and plus, my timing gets off.  Now Sis. Miriam would be the one to call for she loves 
to sing plus, she plays a mean tambourine.  I’d rather hear the music played and the voices of the 
choir singing right here from my pew. 
 
 
As each Sunday went by over the years, I stopped hearing the voice of the Lord as I sat in my favor-
ite pew Sunday after Sunday and I began to wonder why.  I had become a “Pew Member” who 
thought paying one’s tithes/offering was enough. 
 
It was the Fourth Sunday and the service was coming to an end; I had been day dreaming for the 
entire service.  In the dream, I was standing at the Pearly Gates of Heaven…The Lord greeted the 
four of us and He said, “I just need the three of you to dine with me at My Welcome Table!” I immedi-
ately, say, “Oh Lord, now that’s something that I can do with You! Lord, there’s nothing that I would-
n’t do for You!!” Suddenly, the voice of His Son Jesus said, Oh, my darling daughter, I’m sorry but in 
Heaven there are no “Favorite Pews.” 

BISHOP BRYANT  (RETIRED) PREACHES  AT CUCC REVIVAL 

Retired A.M.E. Bishop John R. Bryant was the speaker for opening night of the 

Churches United or Christ Fall Revival.  The revival was September 13-15th at As-

bury Town Neck United Methodist Church.  Bishop Bryant’s sermon topic was “We 

Are Not Alone”. The reference scripture was Daniel 3:19-25.   

 

Sis. Linda Johnson 



Page 4   

 

PRAYER  REQUESTS 

Dorothy Brown 
James Brown, Jr. 
Warren Burnett 
Marjorie Coates 

Peggy Colbert 
Anne Coates Day 
Elizabeth Dennis 
Spanky Dennis 
Marion Floyd 
Elroy Johnson 
Talicia Johnson 
Juanita  Little 
Joseph Lovett 
Gary Minniefield 
Roger Nolan 

Naomi Smith 
Izetta Wallace 
Teresa Williams 
Roy Wilson 

Prudence Wood 
 

2nd Larry Coates 
5th Carol Coates 
6th Prudence Wood 
9th Shaneek Green 
 Sterling Williams 
11th Imanee Keemer 
12th  Jamari Hicks 
16th  Michelle Witherspoon 
18th William Randall 
 Donald Coates 

20th  Michael Swett 
21st Emily White Wiredu 
 Fernando Kirkman 
25th Ann Day 
30th Freddie Jackson 
 Ivan Best 
 Cynthia Brooks-Powell 

31st William White, Jr. 

View the “News of Good Hope” on the Church website 

www.waymangoodhope.org 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
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Upcoming Special Events 

 

Check the Calendar for  

other scheduled meetings 

We offer multiple opportunities to connect and grow spiritually as a Church Family 

•15 Minute Mid-Week Refreshing Prayer Call  Wednesdays 6:30 –6:45 am    

  1-605-475-3235    Access Code 705504#   (Dial in and put your phone on mute) 

•Life Application Bible Study  via Teleconference Wednesdays 7:30pm 

1-605-475-3235    Access Code 705504#   (Dial in for interactive dialogue) 

• Traditional Bible Study Thursdays 12 noon-1pm  at the Church 

The Women’s Fellowship 

will meet 

Friday, October 13th at 7pm 

All Women are invited - Light Dinner is provided 

Blood Pressure Screening is held the 3rd Sunday of 

each month following morning Worship Service. 

Sponsored by the Men’s Fellowship 

 

The Men’s Fellowship 

will meet 

Saturday, October 14th at 9am 

All Men are invited– Breakfast is provided 

 

Official Board Meeting 

will be held 

Thursday, October 19h at 7pm 
 

If you need a  

Ride to Sunday Service 

Contact the Church Office by 4pm on Thursdays 

OCTOBER SPECIAL EVENTS 

1st Sunday– Holy Communion Service 

2nd Sunday—Lay Worship Service 

3rd Sunday—Annual Missionary Day 

Saturday-October 21st—Pre-Homecoing Celebration 

@5pm 

4th Sunday—Annual Homecoming  Service 

5th Sunday—Youth & Young Adult Sunday 

Sunday Services are held at 10am 

Help us collect 

Non-Perishable Food Items 
(Bring items that You like to eat) 

 

 

 

We encourage you to get 2 or 3 extra items 
each time you go to the grocery store and 

bring them on Sundays.!! 
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NEWS FROM THE COMMISSION ON HEALTH  
SIS. SYLVIA NOLAN, CHAIRPERSON 
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NEWS FROM THE COMMISSION ON HEALTH  
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MINISTERIAL STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray, Pastor  

Rev. Elisa Evans, Director Youth & Young Adult Ministries 
Rev. Linda Banks, Director of Christian Education 

 

Pastor’s Office Hours 
See the weekly bulletin or call the office for an appointment 

 

CHURCH OFFICE STAFF 
Sis. Sharon Cager-Best, Administrative Assistant  

Sis. Mary McIntyre, Financial Officer  
 

Church Office Hours 
Tues. & Thurs. 3:30-6:30 pm; Fri. 10am – 2pm 

 

Church phone (410)647-4867    Church fax (410)647-4883 
Email – waymangoodhope@aol.com       Website – waymangoodhope.org 

 
 

 
 

“To all who struggle and desire victory; to all who sin and need forgiveness; to all who are anxious and need peace; 

to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all who are sensitive and look for service; to all who hunger and 

thirst after righteousness; to whomsoever will – this Church opens wide its doors and bids you welcome in the name of 

Christ Jesus our Lord!” 

“Enter this Church, therefore, not as a stranger, but as the guest of God.  Come then into God’s presence with joy in your 

hearts and thanks on your lips, offering God your love and service. Beseech God’s blessing on those who minister and 

worship here, and may that blessing rest on you forever.” 

WAYMAN GOOD HOPE  
Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray, Pastor 

100 Hoyle Lane 
Severna Park, MD 21146 

 

WAYMAN GOOD HOPE CHURCH SCHEDULE: 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE   10 AM 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION Every 1st Sunday 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM   Every 3rd Sunday 

CHURCH SCHOOL & BIBLE STUDY 

CHURCH SCHOOL     Sunday  9:00-9:50 AM 

PRAYER CALL (Call In Only)   Wednesday 6:30-6:45 AM  (Dial 605-475-3235  code 705504#) 

LIFE APPLICATION BIBLE STUDY (Call In Only) Wednesday 730pm     (Dial 605-475-3235  code 705504#) 

BIBLE STUDY      Thursday 12 Noon 

MONTHLY 

LOVE FEAST     Thursday  before the 1st Sunday at 6:30 PM12 Noon 

OFFICIAL BOARD    3rd Thursday  7:00 PM 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING  3rd Sunday after 10am Worship Service 

Refer to the Calendar for other regularly scheduled meetings & rehearsals. 


